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For alm
ost three years A

dam
 C

zerniakow
 w

as chairm
an of the 

W
arsaw

 Judenrat – a m
an devoted to his people, w

ho served as 
‘m

ayor’ of the W
arsaw

 G
hetto. O

ne of the inspirations for this w
ork is 

a line taken from
 his diary w

hich he kept w
hilst living in W

arsaw
 in 

occupied P
oland from

 1939 to his death in 1942. O
n S

eptem
ber 14th 

1941 he w
rote:

" ...In O
tw

ock. The air, the w
oods, breathing."

It’s a sparse entry but one full of m
eaning nevertheless, for not only do 

these poignant w
ords tell us som

ething about C
zerniakow

's terrible 
predicam

ent (in that for him
 the w

oods and breathing are so unusual) 
they also illustrate som

ething w
hich I alw

ays try to articulate in m
y 

w
ork; an authenticity in history - a sense that past events did not 

happen in the past but in w
hat w

as then the present. W
e all know

 
w

hat it’s like to stand in w
oods and of course to breathe and these few

 
w

ords give us a m
eans of identifying w

ith a tim
e and events w

hich are 
otherw

ise too appalling to im
agine.

For m
ost of the tim

e, the only freedom
 C

zerniakow
 could find w

as in 
the books he read at night. O

ne of those books w
as ‘P

ilgrim
s of the 

W
ild’ by ‘G

rey O
w

l’, and of that book, on January 19th 1940 
C

zerniakow
 w

rote: 

“…
D

uring the night I read a novel, 'Pilgrim
s of the W

ild' - G
rey 

O
w

l... The forest, little w
ild anim

als - a veritable Eden.” 

In a previous entry, dated D
ecem

ber 26th 1939, he w
rote of how

 w
hen 

reading: 

“…
 [I am

] constantly envying all the heroes of m
y novels because 

they lived in different tim
es..." 

In m
any w

ays, he seem
s to envy G

rey O
w

l (real nam
e A

rchibald 
B

elaney) for the freedom
 he enjoyed – a freedom

 he could only 
discover for a m

om
ent in the w

oods at O
tw

ock. H
aving bought a 1935 

edition of the book ‘ P
ilgrim

s of the W
ild’, I w

anted to find a w
ay of 

w
orking w

ith the text to create a w
ork exploring the w

ider them
e of the 

H
olocaust. This project is a result of that w

ork.
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