Mine the Mountain Nicholas Hedges

Botanic Gardens

The Botanic Gardens stand on the site of the
13th century Jewish cemetery, in use until the
expulsion of the Jews by Edward | in 1290.

| have always been interested in the changing

roles of places, not only sites such as this (once

a cemetery, now a garden), but those such as

Auschwitz-Birkenau; once the Polish village of

Brzezinka, it became the infamous Nazi factory

of death; now it's a memorial to its more than 1

million victims. As we walk the surface in places

such as these, we might consider what lies

beneath and behind our footsteps; a mountain

- the anonymous mass of history, comprising Broken Toys, 2008
amongst others our own ancestors - on top of The Gallery, Oxford Town Hall

which we are standing.

Volunteers are required to take part in the next
In Jewish custom, it is traditional to cover phase of 100 Mirrors. 100 people will each

mirrors during mourning, thereby focussing the  receive one of the mirrors. They will be asked to
mourner’s attention on those who have passed | |nveilitin a place of their choosing and to

away rather than themselves. In this work, share their responses on the Mine the Mountain
100 veiled mirrors are planted in the ground, website.

surface markers for something beneath (and
behind) our footsteps. In the mirrors we see our | you would like to take part, please email:

vague reflections but the veils caution us to first  1gomirrors@minethemountain.org or leave your

consider others. details at the Town Hall Gallery by 8th October.

Only when the veils are removed, when we see  gee www.minethemountain.org for details.
our clear reflections can we consider ourselves
again - individuals, as much a part of history as

all who’ve gone before.

www.minethemountain.org

Mine the Mountain runs from October 1 - 8, 2008 at three locations in Oxford: The Gallery Oxford Town
Hall, Deadman’s Walk near Christ Church Meadow and University of Oxford Botanic Gardens



