"1 oan never know what 1t was likes {0 p2 thers,
Just as they asuld never know what it was like
ta leays, "
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We ot off the bhe. The bas has ooee from fuscwdits from which we've walked, e
arrive at the gate tower of Rlrkenmi soesbers I
The famas gate tower with its mogth, its eyes,
atarl at the begirning. The tracks sem to eerge from the gEass foom out the
grourd as if they hawe com Cpanm withine Pechaps stralgnt from Hell
Just cutside the gate. And go thocugh the gate. There's a gote
fod & car parked outside, Ped. A Fiat. Everything seems [rom theoe guite nomal. We
stand at the fonoo and look through 1
of the cop. The vast ares of rothing. This is it, This ia the place 1"we semn in
5o mary photographes. In films. Ooowmentaries, This
at the glass windows of the tower. Esdh pane reflecting
Beflecting but not sweding like the eyes of & blird man.
mich looking as meflecting. Yet within, inside the building, {reide the cap
memries are made all the more sharp became of 1 L,
Willirg, willingly. It*s almost as if this blind monster although it can't ses us
can foel s pass beswath as we walk throogh the gate, We i
ourzelves in this one time Hell, We stand by the rall-tracks
that meat onlly in the distewe, in the past, Farallel lines
of the past and the present, muning with each other bat
Lires arel lock op at the tosse, At the Blied
of
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ie standing behind me. It"s mot locking, it's feeling, s if It oo Lastes us,
taste blood, Itfs addictod to death, Bvery step we take we ame walking on the card,
ver & million who lest thedr lives in this placs, whooe lives wees snaced by e
wirg, by the lines, by the tress themselws. Croe they weee sorted the lise on the
right - men £it for werk, perhaps Scme women too - would be sent to Bheir barcacks,
Those on the left were sent immediately o their ceaths in the gas chambecs. The
sick, the old, children, pregrant wonen. Death was where the lires orneroged. It
for £ trees whish row tum their backs as o
walk throuwgh tham, The wind might ooe them to spoak a Silele het
they fall quiet. Even in the distance the toees ame drb as i
here., Pronget them families would sait. How it's a place of cea.
those laft. A dog baals e che
the branches. [ look back from
this camp
mayy that tower woild herss b the (g
e bo the trees they mght hess Summed
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4 pool in the grosd filled with water. In

is filled with the

thes. The Looes

cvvinee themselves they did o woog,

: airg hoege o,

Whersas the tower is plimel they are deaf. There seam to be hedeecds of baipecks,
leess

end of the line, Litesally, to our lefr amd right are tuo of the gas charbesrs ased
crematoria, all now destroyed, Piles ard piles of bricks like the piles of bocdles
pulled from within, In the ground is a bole like a cellar, half fliled with the
nible from the desclished Batlding amd in that oellar so
thousands, over a million perished. Soch o small space for so many deaths. Thero
iz a silence in Birkervs which is testament o that number, How does & millicn
voroed aound? A omillion lsughe. A mdllicn esies. Yer all 1 hear is nedhing. These
sameds kv slipped thooogh the wires. But the past is trapped within. Just
present i3 trapped within, The pest, the poesent held behind the wires, But
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